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"Tdp Defense Offiials Dot
fend Shift In Estimates - [%

Washington, March 27 ()}
- América’s top dofense officials)]
‘lave stromfly defended shiftin
intelligénce stimates as an “ef-
fort to make tha best uge possible
. .of information an Soviet military
might, Sk
+ Representativee  Mahon (D, i
Texas), chanmgy of the House'; + -
Defense Apprope¥tions subcorn-y
mittee, warned, ypvertheléss, he:
would “‘not toleu;; for one min- - -
ute” any possibfiky that intelli-,

gence informadp). had “been .
R tailored for polita)h purposes.” T
Highly censgrf timony made
public (oday hy ¢ beommittee
had Mabon rpd resentative
“Ford (R, Mirh eldiniv question-
ing the Secrotary of| Defense, Rob-
ert S McNamargf\ and  Gen ;
Tyman L. Lemnitz/,|, Whairman of ) . ‘
the Joint Chiefs A§VSWE, about - B

charges . intelhz/gk
had been riy 7 ¢

Irmation

Points 7 { S
Ford said P N estimates '
appeared Lo Siow i . kS .
compared v f;, 1 P :
one ve . if g 19 y
ons  ait ddov, d :
later, . ; . E
“Conid theyd: 9
of them 5:" j
u’.aa‘k(‘d. 4
"l see g .
J.'-'m'ver,:“' replied, I o, . .
Oy, awvolv I . . e T g ) Lok
5 vy v:“olﬁ?cjug <" .. We just better use all,thef ' s by
_ '  Nyinea a6 this, Intelligence-gathering t.echui?lle3| v %
A b we can. otherwise the reliability|
,/i Py B0 estic of these figures have little or nof .- . .
gl ] ) B . " By
T ey, b beented. Value as far as T am concerned, :
e of \)( o Ford said. . )
. Y % 0z Later, Gen. Frederic H. Smith, . .

9 L,
AR se” - Alr Force vice chief of staff, |

y W cievlioned about the change®
< Q;,(‘ Gl utes of Russian missile

f’j\j{. t . _.M‘%(;ﬁ,_‘ change in estimates , -
gt noU et any lessening So-
el IV capagity ‘ .
on’ TTiwy had the capacity,” Smith
tgence, St “ILis a recoguition that they
to'4id not do what our. intelligence
A

N gMjf thought thev would do."
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